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Centre okays metro, a

PMC to plan mono rail

Work Likely To Start Within Six Months, Says Pune Mayor

TIMES NEWS NETWGRK

Pune: The Union govern-
ment on Thursday said it will
give immediate approval to
the Pune metro project and
make subsequent allocation
of funds in the budget. The
Pune Municipal Corporation
(PMC) has been told to pre-
pare adetailed project report
onmonorail.

Pune MPs, corporators
and civic officials met Union
Urban Development minister
Kamal Nath and agriculture
minister Sharad Pawar in
New Delhi on Thursday. It
was emphasized that the
PMC should set up a special
purpose vehicle (SPV) for ex-
ecuting the metro project and
that it should work in tandem
with the Pimpri Chinchwad
Municipal Corporation
(PCMC). It was also stressed
thata deadline be set for com-
pletion of the project.

“Kamal Nath asked the
PMCtotake stepstoestablish
aspecial purpose vehicleand
also asked to prepare the de-
tailed project report for the
mono rail. He asked for inte-

gration of metro, mono rail
and BRTS project in the city,”
said mayor Vaishali Bankar
in an official press release.
Bankar, who was present for
the meeting, said that discus-
sions were “positive” and ac-
tual work on metro project is
likely to start within six
months. Pimpri Chinchwad
mayor Mohini Lande said the
Centre has asked the PMC
and the PCMC to work in tan-
dem.

MP Suresh Kalmadi told
TOI, “We insist the Union
government make a concrete
budgetary provision for the
Punemetroinitsannualbud-

get. Once the budgetary pro-
vision is made, the state and
the PMC will contribute their
share and metro will become
a reality We demanded that
as other cities have got their
approval without any delay,
the Centre should not sit on
Pune’s metro project.”

Rajya Sabha MP Prakash
Javadekar said the PMC
should not make changes in
the draft prepared by the Del-
hi Metro Rail Corporation
(DMRC). “The DMRC should
be appointed as a consultant.
The Hyderabad metro project
“draft was changed by local
leaders and the DMRC reject-

ed to work on the project.
Such a situation should not
arise in Pune,” he said. Cor-
porator Siddharth Dhende
said, “This issue was indeed
discussed at the meeting and
we all agreed that the DMRC
should be a consultant for the
entire project.”

Standing committee
chairmanBaburao Chandere
said, “Kamal Nath has asked
the PMC and the PCMC to set
a deadline to complete the
project.”

In June last year, the state
cabinet had approved the
14.925-km elevated metro rail
route from Vanaz to Ramwa-
di. The cabinetalsodecided to
form the Pune Metro Rail
Corporation to implement
the project, which is to be
completed in the next five
years.

The DMRC's final draft re-
port in 2009 estimated that
the Pune metro project could
be completed at a cost of Rs
8,401 crore (first corridor)
and Rs 9,534 crore (second
corridor). The cost for the Va-
naz-Ramwadi route was ex-
pected tobe Rs 2,593 crore.
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